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Edinburgh, Moy 19. 178633. 
HE General Aſſembly of this National Church = * 
being convened and conſtituted, there was pro: 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable DA- 

„ iD Earl of Leven, the King's Commiſſion, 
ſealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union 
to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the Great 
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4 
'Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his Maje- 
ſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this Af. 
ſembly ; which Commiſſion was puhlicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 
the Books of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows : 


The Afs of the 


- FNXEORGTIUS, Dei gratia, Magna Britanniz, Francis, 
: et Hiberniæ Rex, Fidei Defenſor: Omnibus Probi, Ho- 
minibus, ad quot præſeutès literæ noſtt & pervenerint, Salutem, 
Quandoquidem nos conſiderantes, quod generalis eccleſie Scotiz 
conventus in decimum nonum diem Maii proximi convenire ordli- 
natus fuit ; noſque etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam neceſſarium eſſe 

 judicantes in commodum difte eccleſie, 7 idem generalis ecclifie 
clnventus die Alatulo debile  obſervethr, alque rebns; magni mos 
menti nos alio vocantibus, dicko conventut perſonaliter intereſſe 
nequimus ; noſque abunde ſatisfaftt de fidelitate et ſufficienta 
 fidelifſimr et dilectiſſimi noſiri conſanguinei, Davidis Comitis de 
Leven, quad ad ſummum munus ſupremi noſtri Commiſſionarii 
ad diftum generalem . conventum rite. exercendum et obeundum 
uſquequagque fit inſtruftns : Noveruts igitur, nos nommaſſe, con. 

 fluuiſſe, et ordinaſſe, ficuti nos tenore preſentium, nominamus, con- 
fiituimus,, et ordinamus, memoratum, fideliſſimum et prædilectiſi- 
num nolrum confanguineuin, Davideih Coitiitern de Leven 
ſupremum noſtrum Commiſfonarium difto generali eccleſie Sco- 
tiæ conventui, dando et concedendo illi plenam noftram poteſla- 
tem, commiſſionem, et warrantum, ſacram noſtram perſonam et 
auttoritatem regalemrepraſentanai, et preſentiam noſtram ſupplen- 
ai, et locum noftrum in dicto ſubſequente generali conventu, lan- 
quam Commiſſionario noftro ad. hunc effetum ſpecialiter conſti- 
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geclaramusc, vel uſque dum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabi- 
tur. In cujus rei teflimonium, prefentibus, Sigillum no- 
rum per unions tractatum cuftodiend. el In Scotia, Vice et loco 
Magni S:gilli qjuſdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimu 73 
apud aulam noſtram apud St James e, decimo quarto die menſis 
Aprilis, anno Domini millefimo ſeptingenigſimo et oftogefimo-quinto, 
regnique. nofiri anno vigefimo-quinto. Per fignaturam manu 
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The Kive's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 
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GEORGE RIII 


* 


Ri REVEREND and Well- beloved, We greet you 
well. The attention which you have ſhewn to the 
great cauſe of Religion and Virtue, and the proofs you 
have given of your duty, loyalty, and attachment, to Our 
Perſon and Government, have a juſt claim to Our Royal 
Protection. We, therefore, have great ſatisfaction in 
renewing, upon the preſent occaſion, Our aſſurances of 
a conſtant reſolution to ſupport and maintain the Church 
of Scotland, as by Law eſtabliſhed, in the perfect enjoy- 
ment of her Rights and Privileges. | 133 
Me cannot too warmly recommend to you the conti- 
nuance of that harmony which will give dignity to your 
proceedings; and that, avoiding all narrow diſtinctions, 
private animoſities, and perſonal altercations, you con- 
tine your deliberations to the great and laudable work 
of promoting Chriſtian Virtue, and diſcouraging eve 
tendency to vice and immorality, a ſyſtem of conduct 
that cannot but be acceptable to Us, and of permanent 
advantage to the Church of Scotland. 8 
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and Virtue, and with our duty, loyalty, and attachment, 


6 The Afis of the 


We have again made choice of Our Right Truſty and 
Right Well-beloved Couſin, David Earl of Leven, to re. 
preſent Our Royal Perſon in this Aſſembly, being well ſa. 
tisfied of his loyalty, integrity and zeal for Our Service, 
and of his particular affection for the'Church of Scotland; 
ſo that Our appointing him to that high and important 
Office cannot but be agreeable to you; and We truſt, 
that this Meeting will be concluded with the ſame un- 
animity and brotherly affection, which have diſtinguiſh. 
ed your former Aſſemblies ; and {0 We bid you heartily 
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Given at Our Court at St James's, the 6th day 
of May 1785, in the twenty-fifth year of 


Our Reign. | | 
By his Majeſty's Command. 
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The General Aſſembly's. Anſwer to the 
| King's moſt gracious Letter. 


HE very gracious letter with which your Majeſty 
1 hath honoured this meeting of the National Aſſem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, was received with the re- 

ſpect and gratitude due to ſuch a diſtinguiſhing proof of 
your Royal Favour.  _ . e 

Ihe ſatisfaction which your Majeſty is 2275 to ex- 
preſs with our attention to the great cauſe of Religion 


to your Majeſty's Perſon and Government, is a freſh and 
very powerful motive to induce us to apply ourſelres 
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with zeal and activity, to diffuſe among the people com- 
mitted to our care, the warmeſt ſentiments of Religion, 
and the moſt grateful ſenſe of your Majeſty's mild and 
donſtitutional Goven ment. 

We receive, with the greateſt ſatisfaction, the renewed 
aſſurances of your Majeſty's conſtant reſolution to ſupport 
and maintain the Church of Scotland, as by Law efta- 
bliſhed, in the complete enjoyment of her Rights and 
Privileges; and we rely on them with the moſt perfect 
confidence. e THOY 2129407 28 e 5 

We have received, with the utmoſt reſpect, your Royal 

Recommendation of the continuance of chat harmony, 
which will give dignity to our proceedings; and we are 
happy in the perſuaſion,” that, by avoiding all narrow 
diſtinctions, privateanimoſities; and perſotialaltercations, 
and, by confining our deliberations to the great and lau- 
dable work of promoting Chriſtian Virtue, and diſcoura- 
ging every tendency to vice and ſimmorality, we ſhall 
render ourſelves acceptable to your Majeſty; and we are 
fully convinced, that ſuch a ſyſtem of conduct will, at the 
| ſame time; be of petmanent advantage to the Church of 
Scotland. | gl 
We have had ſo much experience, on former occaſions, 
of the loyalty, integrity, and zeal for your Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, of the Noble Lord, whom your Majeſty hath been 
pleaſed to appoint to repreſent your Royal Perſon in this 
Aſſembly, and we are ſo fully ſatisfied of his exemplary 
regard for Religion, and his particular affection for the 
Church of Scotland, that we cannot but conſider your 
Majeſty's repeated nomination bf him, as an additional 
mark of your Royal Favour to us 
Permit us to = your Majeſty, that it is our firm re- 
ſolution to conduct the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, with 
that unanimity and brotherly affection, whieh, we truſt, 
will ſecure to us the continuance of your Majeſty's ap- 
probation, and which we know to be eſſentially requiſite 
to promote the great purpoſes for which we are aſſem- 
bled. Your Majeſty's Donation of one thouſand pounds, 
We accept with all gratitude, as a proof of the continuance 
of your Majeſty's. paternal concern for the ſpiritual as 
well as temporal / intereſts of your people, even in the 
moſt remote and uncultivated parts of your kingdoms, 
and it ſhall be our ſtudy to apply it in ſuch a manner as 
may moſt effectually promote the pious and benevolent 
Purpoſes of the Royal Donor. Nate, TIS Ih | 


That 


i The Ads of the 
| That the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
| may bleſs your Majeſty with all ſpiritual and temporal 
| bleſſings, and render your reign long and proſperous 
| that the favour of Divine Providence may ever attend 
| your Royal Conſort, our moſt gracious Queen; and that 
| the Moſt High may be the Guardian and Protector of 
| his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and of all your 
| 1 Royal Family, are, and ever. (hail Veg! the earneft en 
0 of, 37 
| : May it pleaſe your Majeſty, = — 
Maar Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Ne obedient, 
And moſt loyal "Os | 9k 
| The Miniſters. and , Elders met in 67H Nation | 
e peo of Shs Church of Sootland. etthiß 


Signed in our name, 1 
In our preſence, 2 
And at our appointment, br 


1. 4 MONCRIEFF-WELLWOOD, Mad 
eee 1 
IV. 


C dns to OE Miniſters 11 Ruling 
Elders, for the Reformation of the 
Highlands and Wands of Scotland, 


and for managing his ad $ Royal | 
1 b for that end. 


TI General Aſſembly did, and hereby "a nominate 
and appoint the Reverend Sir Harry Moncrieff-Well- 
wood, Bart. one of the miniſters of the Weſt Church, their 
Moderator, all the miniſters who are members of the 
Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Brown at Newhills, 
Dr Duncan Shaw at Aberdeen, Mr William Forſyth at 
n Mr J ohn Ramſay at ä Mr Robert Far- 
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guharſon at Logy Coldſtone, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Tar- 
ves, Mr William Duff at Foveran, Mr Robert Gauld at 
Culſalmond, Mr George Skeene Keith at Keith-hall, Mr 
James Johnſton at Crimond, Mr George Moir at Peter- 
head, Mr Alexander Simpſon at Fraſerſpurgh, Mr Robert 
Duff at King Edward, Mr Thomas Wilſon at Gamery, 
Mr Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr Robert Ogilvie at Or- 
diquhill, Mr George Algernon Gordon at Keith, Mr 
George Gordon at Mortlich, Mr James Grant at Inveraven, 
Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, Mr John Anderſon 
at Kinguſich, Mr John Grant at Kirkmichael, Mr Wil- 
liam Gordon at Urquhart, Mr William Leſlie. at St An- 
drews, Mr Alexander Coull at Edinkillie; Mr James 
Gillan at Kinloſs, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, Mr Price 
Campbell at Arderſier, Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, 
Mr Alexander Fraſer at Kirkhill, Mr Robert : Monro at 
Kilmuir Weſter, Mr Thomas Simpſon at Avock, Mr 
Andrew Gallie at Kincardine, Mr John Roſs at Logie 
Eaſter, Mr John Fraſer at Kilmorack, Mr Daniel Roſe at 
Dingwall, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkine, Mr James 
Grant, at Laggan, Mr Martin Macpherſon at Slate, Mr 
Donald Mackmnon at Strath, Mr John Downie at Stor- 
noway, Mr John Fraſer. at Locks, Mr Murdoch Maciver 
at Lochalſh, Mr Roderick Morriſon at Kintail, Mr Wil- 
lam Keith at Kildonan, Mr William Gun at: Golfpie, 
Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachillis, Mr James Ding- 
wall at Far, Mr William Sutherland at Wick, Mr Ro- 
bert Gun at Latheron, Mr William Mitchell at Ting- 
wall, Mr James Somervill at Whitburn, Mr John Fraſer 
at Libberton, Mr Patrick Robertſon at Eddleſton, Dr 
Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr Walter Fiſher at Cran- 


ſton, Mr Andrew Smith at Langton, Mr William Scott 


at Southdean, Dr Alexander Duncan at Smallholm, Mr 
William Campbell at Lillieſleaf, Mr Richard Scott art 
Ewis, Mr Jacob Dickſon at Mouſewald, Mr Robert-Ait- 
ken at Mortown, Mr Brice Johnſton at Holywood, Mr 
Alexander Macgowan at Dalry, Mr John Inglis at Kirk- 
mabreck, Dr William Dalrymple at Ayr, Mr James 
Woodrow at Stevenſtone, Mr Colin Campbell at Ren- 
frew, Mr John Riſk at Dalſerf, Mr William Lockhart at 
Glaſgow, Mr John Allan at Row, Mr James Thorburn 
at Kingarth, Mr George Robertſon at Campbelton, Mr 
John Smith at Campbelton, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craigniſh, 
Mr Archibald Campbell at North Knapdale, Mr William 
Campbell at Kilchrenan, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilnin- 
ver, Mr Patrick Macarthur at Toroſay, Mr Dugald 
Campbell at Roſs, Mr Adam Ferguſſon at Moulin, Mr 

Ay Cc William 


10 The Act of the 
William Inverarity at Caputh, Mr Harry Inglis at Fox. 
teviot, Mr Alexander Duff at Tibbermuir, Mr David 
Thomſon at St Ninians, Mr Robert Stirling at Crieff, 
Mr Andrew Duncan at Auchterarder, Mr Chriſtopher 
Tait at Kincardine, Mr James Dymmock at Aberfoil, 
Mr George Shaw at Abbotſhall, Mr Samuel Martin at 
Monimail, Dr John Adamſon at St Andrews, Profeſſor 
George Hill, St Andrews, Mr Thomas Maſlon at Glen. 
iſla, Mr Thomas Wright at Refcobie, Mr James Hender. 
ſon at Monyfeith, Mr John Carnegie at Inverkeiler, Mr 
David Miller at Edzill, Mr Alexander Leſlie at Fordoun, 
Miniſters ; James Cunningham, Eſq; of Hyndhope, Mr 
William Macdonald of Reneton, Profeſſor Thomas Gor. 
don, Aberdeen, George Buchan-Hepburn, Eſq; Lord 
Henderland, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the Signet, Mr 
Alexander Forbes writer, Mr John Robertſon writer, Mr 
John Ruſſell, junior, clerk to the Signet, the Honourable 
Baron Gordon, Mr Iſaac Grant, writer to the Sig let, 
Dr Gregory Grant, Mr Thomas Gordon writer, Walter 
Dunbar, Eſq; Bailie John Lothian, Edinburgh, Bailie 
John Walker, Edinburgh, Lord Ankerville, Donald Smith, 
Eſq; Edinburgh, Mr James Fraſer writer to the Signet, 
the Procurator, Mr Bannatyne-William Macleod, advo- 
cate, Profeſſor Hugh Macleod, Bailie Daniel Miller, 
Bailie James Torry, Edinburgh, Mr George Home ba- 
ker, Profeſſor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, Bailie Wil. 
liam Galloway, John Grieve, Eſq; Mr Solicitor General, 
the Right Honourable Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, 
Convener William Jamieſon, Mr james Home writer to 
the Signet, Lord Chief Baron, Andrew Hamilton, Eſq; 
Lord Prefident, Earl of Hyndford, David Smith, Eſq; 
Haddington, Charles Brown, Eſq; of Coalſton, Robert 
Hunter, Eſq; of Thurſton, Matthew Sandilands, Eſq; - 
writer to the Signet, John Stewart, Eſq; younger of 
Allanbank, the Right Honourable. Henry Dundas, Mr 
Adam Ogilvie advocate, Earl of Lauderdale, Mark 
Pringle, Eſq; advocate, Mr Richard Tod merchant, 
Leith, Mr Walter Scott merchant, Edinburgh, Gideon 
Rutherford, Eſq; Alexander Ferguſſon, Eſq; advocate, 
Alexander Gordon, Eſq; advocate, George Ferguſſon, 
Eſq; advocate, Alexander Wight, Eſq; advocate, Sir 
James Colquhoun, James Colquhoun, Eſq; John La. 
mont, Eſq; Mr John Home of Kilduff, Mr Archibald 
Fletcher, writer to the Signet, Allan Macdougal, Eiq; 
Thomas Elder, Eſq; Edinburgh, David Stewart, Elq; 
Edinburgh, John Erſkine, Eſq; advocate, Bailie James 
Gentle, Sir Charles Preſton, Major John Melyill, 14 2 
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guſſon, Eſq; Dr Andrew Duncan, Honourable Henry Er- 
fcine, Mr Thomas Milne, Canongate, Alexander Bur- 
net, Eſq; advocate, Mr William Leſlie writer to the 
Signet, Mr Ludovick Grant, junior, writer, Ruling Elders, 
to be a Committee of this Aſſembly, for the reforma- 
tion of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, for 
promoting the knowledge of true religion, ſuppreſſing 
Popery and profaneneſs, and for managing the Royal 
Bounty, for theſe ends, according to, and in terms of his 
Majeſty's grant to this Aſſembly. In proſecution of which 
purpoſes, the Committee are to appoint Preachers and 
Catechiſts, to go to ſuch places as they ſhall find, upon 
due information, to be the moſt proper, according to his 
Majeſty's deſign expreſſed in his warrant ; and, in ſo do- 
ing, that they have particular regard to ſuch pariſhes in 
South Uiſt, Small Iſles, Glenco, Harris, the countries of 
Moidart, Glengary, and Lochaber, and the other pariſh- 
es of the Synods of Glenelg and Argyle, which the Com- 
mittee ſhall find, by reaſon of the vaſt extent, by the pre- 
yalency of Popery and ignorance, and other unhappy 
circumſtances, to be in the greateſt diſtreſs: And they 
ſhall take care, that the perſons they employ be certified, 
and found, upon due trial, to be properly qualified for 
theſe reſpective offices, of good abilities for the ſame, of 
a pious life and converſation, prudent, of undoubted loy- 


alty to his Majeſty, and of competent ſkill in the princi= ._ 


ples of Divinity, and particularly in Popiſh controverſies : 
Such Preachers and Catechiſts being hereby appointed to 
be ſubject to, and under the inſpection of the Preſbyte- 
ries of the bounds to which they are ſent, who are to 
take care that the orders of the Committee be duly ob- 
ſerved by them. And the Preachers are alſo appointed 
to catechiſe, and both they and the Catechiſts to inſtruct 
the people from houſe to houſe, and to viſit the ſick ; 
_ and, in all their labour, among the people, to be careful 
to teach them the principles and duties of the true 
Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, and the obligations they are 
under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
and obedience to the laws: And the Committee are em- 
powered to give them ſuch inſtructions, as to their work 
and behaviour, as they ſhall judge meet; which inſtruc- 
tions the Preachers and Catechiſts are hereby ordered to 
obey. The General Aſſembly do further appoint the ſaid 
Committee, to have a particular regard in their proceed- 
ings, to the regulations agreed upon by the Committee 
of the Aſſembly for managing the Royal Bounty, on the 
zoth of September 1730, approven by frequent _— 

| ies: 
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tion that the pariſhioners or gentlemen of the: diftrig 


tery, as is now propoſed, is received by the caſhier, 


Preſbytery's certificate, and ſigned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preſbytery have granted him faid certifi- 


_ | 'The Acts of the 


blies: And to take care that Preſbyteries, and other; 
concerned, obſerve the ſame, which they are hereby or. 
dered to do: Particularly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeye. 
ral Preſbyteries to inſert in their regiſters, the Commit. 
tee's appointments of the deſignations, ſalaries, and ſta. 
tions of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and to have an exact re. 
gard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall write about the 
ſaid miſſionaries, and in giving of certificates to them z 
and to direct all their letters, concerning miſſionaries in 
their bounds, only to the Moderator of the Committee; 
which letters ſhall be ſigned, at the appointment of the 
Preſbytery, by the Moderator or Clerk thereof: And the 
Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment to be made of the 
ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except upon receipts from the 
miſſionaries themſelves, and upon certificates from the 
Preſbyteries, bearing, That they have ſerved for the time 
mentioned in the receipts; And that every Catechiſt, 
who receives a ſalary from the Royal Bounty, on condi- 


mall pay a certain ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, fhall inſert, 
in the body of his receipt to the caſhier, a declaration 
that he has received the particular ſum ſpecified ; and that 
the atteſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall in like manner 
bear, that the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum 
which the Committee make the condition of his appoint- 
ment; it being underitood by this reſolution, that the 
ſeveral ſtations, with regard to which ſuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee, when no ſuch 
declaration of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſby- 


ſhall be afterwards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though 
the Catechiſt ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for 
the time he 1s certified to have performed his duty. That 
a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniſtry, of the 
miſſion committed to him, be written on the back of the 


cate. The General Aſſembly do alſo empower the ſaid 
Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not 
diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them; and that they 
are to keep a regiſter of their proceedings, and like- 
wiſe diſtin books of accounts, how the foreſaid money 
is beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned 
who pleaſe to inſpect the ſame. Of the perſons above 
EE 5 . name 
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named as members of this Committee, five are declared 
to be a quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. 
But it is hereby appointed, 'That, at the quarterly meet- 
ing of the Committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſh- 
ment of miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be appro- 


Committee are appointed to have their general meetings 


of each of the four ſtated diets of the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly 'ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 


thereafter, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid Com- 


are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge; and their Committee of Directors, and 
to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They are 


ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 


do appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be directed and or- 
dered by the foreſaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accounts of the diftribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of his Majeſty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
is agreed, That no perſon once employed and inſert in 


by the quorum of atleaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be 


the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but 
mean time the perſon complained of, and the Preſby- 
quainted of ſuch complaint, and thoſe concerned be re- 


„ the 


ved and determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the 
quorum, whereof nine ſhall be. miniſters'; and the ſaid 


at Edinburgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment 


turday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 


mittee to adjourn themſelves to ſuch times and places as 
they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient: And they 


likewiſe inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 


miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 


the ſcheme, ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but 


miniſters ; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt | 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 


it ſhall lie on the table till another meeting; and in the 
| {ery of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be ac- 


qured to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt account of 
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the matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty is ſettled in manner above direct. 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Preſpyte. 
ries concerned, ſuch Preſbyteries- ſhall ſend up to the 
ſaid Committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
ſame be not done ſooner; and that the Committee, at 
their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en. 
deavour to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves; 
and if they cannot' complete it, they ſhall name a Sub- 
committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 
Aſſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a new 
ſtation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections a. 
gainſt it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up 
the ſcheme of miſſionaries, We, do not exceed the ſum in 

the grant. = « het are 4 47! ; 


544544 ##45+54$$$5$5$3$$$4$544$54+4 


5 | \ a 
3 ” 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs re- 


_ ferred to them. 


HE General Aſſembly, conſidering there are ſome 
1 affairs, which they cannot overtake, do hereby no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Sir Harry Moncrieff 
| Wellwood, one of the miniſters of the Weſt Church, 
their moderator; from the preſbytery of Aberdeen, 
Dr John Brown at Newhills, Dr Duncan Shaw at 
Aberdeen, Mr Robert Dunbar at Old Machar, Mr Ro- 
bert Wyatt at Skeene, miniſters, James Cunningham, 
Elq; of Hyndhope, George Strachan-Keith, oy; of Au- 
_ quhorth, ruling elders ; from the preſbytery of Kincar- 
dine-o'neal, Mr William Forſyth at Aboyne, Mr John 

| Ramfay-at Strathaen, Mr Robert Farquharſon er — 
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Coldſtone, miniſters, William Macdonald of Renneton, 
Eſq; ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Ellen, Mr 
Thomas Mitchell at Tarves, Mr William Duff at Fove- 
ran, miniſters, Profeſſor Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, ru- 
ling elder 3 from the preſbytery of Garioch, Mr Robert 
Gauld at Culſalmand, Mr George Skeene-Keith at Keith- 
hall, Mr John Harper at Leſhe, miniſters, George Bu- 
chan-Hepburn, Eq; of Smeaton, ruling elder; from the 
burgh of Kintore, the Right Honourable Lord Hender- 
land; from the preſbytery of Deer, Mr James Johnſton _ 
at Crimond, Mr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr Alexan- 
der Fraſer at Fraſerfburgh, miniſters, Mr John Taylor, 
clerk to the Signet, ruling elder; from the prefbytery 
of Turriff, Mr Robert Duff at King Edward, Mr Tho- 
mas Wilſon at Gamory, miniſters, Mr Alexander Forbes, 
writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Fordyce, Mr Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr Robert O- 
gilvie at Ordiquhill, miniſters, Mr John Robertſon, wri- 
ter, Edinburgh, ruling elder; from the burgh of Banff, 
Mr John Ruſſell junior, clerk to the Signet; from the 

preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr George Algernon-Gor- 
don at Keith, Mr George Gordon at Mortlich, miniſters, 
the Honourable Baron Gordon, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr James Grant at Inveraven, 
Mr John Dunbar at Knockando,. miniſters, Mr Iſaac 
Grant, writer to the Signet, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr John Anderſon at Kingui- 
fie, Mr John Grant at Kirkmichael, miniſters, Dr Gre- 
gory Grant, phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder; from 
the preſbytery of Elgin, Mr William Gordon at Ur- 
quhart, Mr William Leſlie at St Andrews and Langbride, 
minifters, Mr Thomas Gordon, writer to the Signet, ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of Forres, Mr Alexan- 
der Coull at Edinkillie, Mr James Gillen at Kinloſs, mi- 
niſters, Walter Dunbar, Eſq; Tuling (elder; from the 

preſbytery of Naira, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, Mr Pryce 
Campbell at Arderfier, miniſters, Bailie John Lothian, 
Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of In- 
verneſs, Mr Alexander Fraſer at Kirkhill, deficient in 
number of members; from the preſbytery of Cha- 
nonry, Mr Robert Monro at Kilmmr Weſter, Mr 
Thomas Simpſon at Avoch, miniſters, Bailie John 
Walker, merchant, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Tain, Mr Andrew Gallie at -Kincar- 
dine, Mr John Roſs at Logie Eaſter, miniſters, the Right 
Honourable Lord | Ankeryille, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Dingwall, Mr John Fraſer at Kilmorack, 


—_ 
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preſbytery of Zetland, Mr William Mitchell at Ting- 


Auguſtus Cunningham, the Honourable Captain Robert 
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Mr Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, miniſters, Donald Smith, 
Eſq; banker in Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the pref. 
bytery of Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkine, 
Mr James Grant at Laggan, miniſters, James Fraſer of 
Gortuleg, Eſq; ruling” elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Sky, Mr Martin Macpherſon at Slate, Mr Donald Mac. 
kinnon at Strath, miniſters, Mr James Forreſt, writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lewis, 
Mr John Downie at Stornoway, Mr John Fraſer at Lochs, 
miniſters, Mr William Robertſon, procurator for the 
Church, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lochcar. 
ron, Mr Murdoch Maciver, at Lochalſh, Mr Roderick 
Moriſon at Kintail, miniſters, Bannatyne-William Mac. 
leod, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Dornock, Mr William Keith at Kildonan, Mr Wil. 
liam Gun at Golſpie, miniſters, Profeſſor Hugh Macleod, 
Glaſgow, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Tong, 
Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachilles, Mr James Ding. 
wall at Far, miniſters, Lieutenant-General Mackay, ru- 
ling elder ;. from the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr Wil- 
liam Sutherland at Wick, Mr Robert Gun at Latheron, 
minifters, Bailie Daniel Miller, merchant, Canongate, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr 
John Scollay at St Andrews, Mr William ' Anderſon at 
Evie and Rendal, miniſters, bailie James Torry, mer- 
chant, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Kirk- 
wall, Mr George Home, baker in Edinburgh ; from the 


wall, Mr. Patrick Mair at Breſſay, miniſters, Profeſſor 
Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Dryſdale, Edinburgh, Mr 
James Craig at Currie, Mr John Gibſon at Weſt Church, 
Mr James Robertſon at Ratho, Dr David Johnſton at 
North Leith, miniſters, Bailie William Galloway, John 
Grieve, Eſq; Mr Solicitor Dundas, ruling elders ; from the 
city of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable James Hunter- 
Blair, Lord Provoſt of the city, Mr William Jamieſon, 
deacon-convener of the trades ; from the Univerſity of 
Edinburgh, Dr Andrew Hunter, Profeſſor of Divinity ; 
from the church of Campvere, Mr Alexander Wilſon, 
miniſter at Campvere, Mr James Turing, factor at the 
Staple Port of Campvere; from the preſbytery of Lin- 
lithgow, Mr John Bertram at Muiravenſide, Mr John 
Ritchie at Abercorn, Mr James Somerville at Whitburn, 
Mr William Finlay at Polmont, miniſters, Sir William 


a Sandilands, | 
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candilands, ruling elders; from the burgh of Linlith- 
gow, Provoſt Robert Clark; from the burgh of Queens- 
ferry, Mr William Allan, merchant, Queensferry ; from 

the preſbytery of Biggar, Mr Thomas Gray at Brough- _ 
ton, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Lamington, Mr John Fraſer 

at Liberton, miniſters, Mr James Home, clerk to the 
Signet, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Peebles, 
Mr Patrick Robertſon at Eddleſton, Mr William Welch 
at Manner, miniſters, the Right Honourable Lord Chief 
Baron, ruling elder; from the burgh of Peebles, An- 
drew Hamilton of Spittlehaugh, Eſq; from the preſby- 
tery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr 
Alexander Colvil at Ormiſton, Mr Walter Fiſher at Cran- 
ton, miniſters, the Right Honourable Lord Preſident, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Haddington, Mr 
Andrew Niſbet at Garvat, Mr George Goldie at Athol- 
ftonford, Mr Hugh Cunningham at Tranent, miniſters, 
the Right Honourable the Earl of Hyndford, ruling el- 
der; from the burgh of Haddington, David Smith, Eſq; 
preſent Provoſt of Haddington ; from the burgh of 
North Berwick, Charles Brown 'of Coalſton, Eſq; from 


the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr John Ewen at Whiting- 


ham, Mr John Harvie at Innerwick, miniſters, Robert 
Hunter of Thurſton, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Dunſe, Mr Andrew Smith at Langton, Mr 
William Sunſon at Greenlaw, miniſters, Matthew San- 
dilands, Eſq; of Coufton, ruling” elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Churnſide, Mr George Couples at Swinton, Mr 
Philip Redpath at Hutton, miniſters, John Stewart, Eſq; 
younger of Allanbank, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Kelſo, Mr. Robert Turnbull at Sprouſton, Mr 
Andrew Bell at Roxburgh, miniſters, the Right Honour- 
able Henry Dundas, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Lauder, Dr Alexander Duncan, at Smelholm, Mr Ro- 
bert Dawſon at Stow, miniſters, the Right Honourable 
Earl of Lauderdale, ruling elder ; from the :preſbytery 
of Selkirk, Mr Steven Oliver at Maxton, Mr William 
Campbell at Lillies-leaf, miniſters, Mark Pringle; Eſq; 
advocate, ruling elder; from the burgh of Selkirk, Mr 
Richard Tod, merchant, Leith; from the preſbytery of 
Annan, Mr James Gatt at Grateney, Mr Alexander Mo- 
nilaws at Kirkpatrick Fleming, miniſters, Sir William 
Maxwell of Springkell, Bart. ruling elder ;' from the 
burgh of Annan, Mr Walter Scott, merchant, Edin- 
burgh; from the preſbytery of Langholm, Mr Richard 
Scott at Ewes, Mr John Ruſſell at Canonbie, miniſters, 
l 1 . _ Gideon 


of Oliver, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr 


Monteith junior at Nielſton, minifters, Mr John Had- 
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Gideon Rutherford of Greenpark, Eſq; ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Lochmaben, Dr Patrick Niſbet 
at Hutton, Mr Jacob Dickſon at Mouſewald, Mr Robert 
Little at Applegirth, miniſters, Mr Peter Haliday at 
Barntrimphin, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Loch- 
maben, Alexander Ferguſlon of Craigdarroch, Eſq; from 
the preſbytery of Penpont, Mr Robert Aitken at Mor. 

town, Mr James Wilſon at Tynron, miniſters, Mr Tho. 
mas Harkneſs in Cloſeburn, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Dumfries, Mr James Macmillan at Tor. 
thorwall, Mr.Bryce Johnſton at Holywood, Mr Joſeph 

Kirkpatrick at Dunſcore, miniſters, Alexander Gordon 
of Culvennan, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; from the 
burgh of Dumfries, Mr John Aitken, one of the town- 
clerks of Dumfries; from the preſbytery of Kirkcud- 
bright, Mr Alexander Macgowan at Dalry, Mr Samuel 
Smith at Carsfairn, Mr John Johnſton at Croſſmichael, 
miniſters, Mr John Macminn in Croſſmichael, ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of Wigton, Mr John 
Inglis at Kirkmabreck, Mr Andrew Donan -at Wigton, 

miniſters, Mr John Macgill in Barr, ruling elder; from 

the burgh of Whithorn, Mr John Buſhby, Sheriffclerk 
of Dumfries; from the preſbytery of Ayr, Dr Patrick 

Woodrow at Tarbolton, Dr William Dalrymple at Ayr, 

Mr Duncan Macmyne at Dalmellington, Mr James 

Thomſon at Girvan, Mr William Logan at Symington, 

miniſters, John Hamilton of Bargeny, Eſq; William Camp- 

bell, Eſq; of Fairfield, ruling elders; from the burgh 
of Ayr, George Ferguſſon, Eſq; advocate; from the 
preſbytery of Irvine, Mr James Woodrow at Stevenſtone, 

Mr George Lawrie at Loudon, . Mr Alexander Gillies at 

Kilmaurs, miniſters, the Honourable Patrick Boyle, ru- 

ling elder ; from the burgh of Irvine, Thomas 'Tweedie 


Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Mr John Snodgraſs at 
Paiſley, Mr John Forreſt at Port-Glaſgow, Mr John 


doway, merchant in Leith, Mr John Ferguſſon, merchant 
in Paiſley, ruling elders ; from the burgh of Renfrew, 
Mr Robert King, farmer in Renfrew ;: from the pref- ru 
bytery of Hamilton, Mr John Riſh at Dalſerf, Dr James 
Meek at Cambuſlang, Mr Alexander Ranken at Cambuſ- 
nethen, miniſters, Henry Stewart, Eſq; of Allanton, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Lanark; Mr 
George Mark at Carnwath, Mr Robert Buchanan at 
Leimahago, miniſters, Mr John Dymock, ruling yg ok 
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om the burgh of Lanark, Alexander Wight, Eſq; ad- 
vocate ; from the preſbytery of Glaſgow, Mr William 
Lockhart at Glaſgow, Mr Robert Balfour at Glaſgow, Mr 
Joſeph Hodgeſon at Carmunnock, Mr James Forlong at 
Rutherglen, miniſters, Mr John Ferguſſon, merchant, Mr 
Andrew Paton, merchant, ruling elders; from the Univer- 
ſity of Glaſgow, Profeſſor George Jardine; from the preſ- 
pytery of Dumbarton, Mr John Allan at Row, Mr James 
Oliphant at Dumbarton, Mr Gordon Stewart at Bonhill, 
miniſters, Sir James Colquhoun of Luſs, Bart. ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Dumbarton, James Colquhoun, 
Eſq; younger of Luſs; from the preſbytery of Dunoon, 
Mr James Thorburn at Kingarth, Mr John Mackinnon 
at Kilmodan, miniſters, John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; 
ruling elder; from the burgh of Rothſay, Mr John 
Home of Kilduff; from the preſbytery of Kintyre, 
| Mr George Robertſon at Campbelton, Mr John Smith 
at Campbelton, Mr Alexander Campbell at Kil- 
calmonel, miniſters, Mr Archibald Fletcher, writer to 
the Signet, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Inve- 
raray, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craigniſh, Mr Archibald Camp- 
bell at North Knapdale, miniſters, Mr Lauchlane Mac- 
lauchlane, aſſiſtant minifter at Inveraray, ruling elder ; 
from the burgh of Inveraray, Dr James Williamſon ; 
from the preſbytery of Lorn, Mr William Campbell at 
Kilchrenan, Mr Patrick Campbell at Kilninver, mini- 
ſters, Colonel Robert Campbell of Moonzie, ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Mull, Mr Patrick Macarthur 
at Toroſay, Mr Dougal Campbell at Roſs, miniſters, 
Allan Macdougal, Eſq; of Galanach, ruling elder ; from. 
the preſbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Adam Ferguſſon at Mou- 
lin, Mr William Inverarity at Caputh, Mr William Mac- 
ritchie at Clunie, Mr William Chalmers at Auchterga- 
ven, miniſters, Thomas Elder, Eſq; merchant, Edinburgh, 
David Stewart, Eſq; Edinburgh, ruling elders ; from the 
preſbytery of Perth, Mr Harry Inglis at Forteviot, Mr 
Alexander Duff at Tippermuir, Mr William Duncan at 
Abernethy, Mr John Dow at Methven, miniſters, Mr 
John Caw, merchant in Perth, Mr John Dickſon, advocate, 
ruling elders ; from the preſbytery of Stirling, Mr David 
Thomſon at St Ninians, Mr Walter Buchanan at Stirling, 
miniſters, Convener John Hutton, ruling elder ; from 
the burgh of Stirling, John Erſkine, Eſq; younger of 
Cambus, advocate ; from the preſbytery of Auchterarder, 
Mr Robert Stirling at Crieff, Mr James Ramſay at Ma- 
der tie, Mr Andrew Duncan at Auchterarder, miniſters, 
Bailie James Gentle, Canongate, ruling elder ; from the ' 
| | "2 preſbytery. 
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preſbytery of Dumblane, Mr Chriſtopher Tait at Kin. 
cardine, Mr James Dymock at Aberfoil, miniſters, John 
Campbell, Eſq; of Lochend, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Dunfermline, Mr Thomas Fernie at Dun. 


fermline, Mr Archibald Smith at Kinroſs, Mr Walter 


Macalpin at Culroſs, miniſters, Sir Charles Preſton of 


Valleyfield, Baronet, ruling elder ;' from the preſbytery | 


of Kirkcaldy, Mr George Shaw at Abbotſhall, Mr wil. 


liam Moodie at Kirkcaldy, Mr Andrew Grant at Pol. 


moack, miniſters, James Townſend-Ofwald, Eſq; of Dun. 
nikier, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Kirkcaldy, Mr 
John Duncan, merchant, Kirkcaldy ; from the burgh of 
Dyſart, Bailie John Melvill, Dyſart; from the preſbyte. 
ry of Cupar, Mr George Lyon at Strathmiglo, Mr Samuel 
Martin at Monimail, Mr David Wilkie at Cults, Mr An. 
drew Brown at Falkland, miniſters, Mr John Dall at 


Prieſtfield, Mr David Laurie at Hill-Carnie, ruling el. 
ders; from the burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvill of 


Cairny ; from the preſbytery of St Andrews, Dr John 


Adamſon at St Andrews, Mr Archibald Gillies at St Mo- 


nance, Mr Alexander Brotlie at Carabee, Mr James Brown 
at Newburn, miniſters, Lieutenant-colonel Alexander 
Monypenny of Pitmillie, Niel Ferguſon, Eſq; of Pitcullo, 
ruling elders ; from the burgh of St Andrews, Dr An- 
drew Duncan, phyſician in Edinburgh ; from the Uni- 
verſity of St Andrews, Profeſſor George Hill; from the 
burgh of Kilrenny, Mr Alexander Meldrum ; from the 
preſbytery of Meigle, Mr Thomas Maſon at Gleniſla, 
Mr Charles Keay at Cupar Angus, Mr James Hull at 
Ruthven, miniſters, - Patrick Aliſon, Eſq; of Newhall, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Forfar, Mr Thomas 
Wright at Roſcobie, Mr John Webſter at Inverarity, 


miniſters, Alexander Watſon, Eſq; younger of Turin, 


ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr James 


Henderſon at Monyfieth, Mr David Spence at Kinnaird, | 


Mr David Davidſon at Dundee, miniſters, the Honourable 
Henry Erſkine, advocate, ruling elder ; from the preſby- 
tery of Aberbrothock, Mr John Carnegie at Inverkiller, 
Mr William Milligen at Kirkden, miniſters, Mr Thomas 
Miln, merchant; Canongate, ruling elder ; from the 


preſbytery of Brechin, Mr David Miller at Edzell, Mr. 


Robert Hannay at Strickathrow, Mr Alexander Peter at 
Logie Port, miniſters, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; advocate, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Fordoun, Mr Alex. 
ander Leſlie at Fordoun, Mr John Hutchiſon at Fet- 


tereſſo, Mr James Walker at Dunotter, miniſters, Mr John 
| ; FEET] : | 1 Playfair, | 
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Playfair, ruling elder; to be Commiſſioners of this Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, to the effect after mentioned; with 


wer to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum, which 


*; hereby declared to be any thirty- one of the ſaid Com- 


miſſioners, whereof twenty-one are always to be mini- 
ters, to meet and convene within the Aſſembly- houſe at 


Edinburgh, the firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſem- 


bly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon; and thereafter, 
the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of No- 


* 


vember, and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, 


and oftener, when and where they ſhall think fit and con- 


venient, with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe 


their own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General Aſſem- 
bly fully empowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or their 


quorum. above mentioned, to cognoſce and finally deter- 


mine, as they ſhall ſee, cauſe, in every matter referred, 
or that ſhall be referred to them, by an act or, order of 
this Aſſembly; and to do every thing contained. in, and 


conform to the inſtructions given, or to be given by. this 
Aſſembly ; and to advert. to the intereſt of the Church 


on every occaſion, that the Church, and preſent eſta- 
bliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice 


which they can prevent, as they will be anſwerable: 


Provided always, that this general clauſe be not extend- 
ed to particular affairs or proceſſes before Synods or 


Preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern to, or in- 


fluence upon the whole Church. And it is hereby ap- 


pointed, that no private proceſſes be determined, except 
at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be determined 
at one diet of the Commiſſion, with relation to private 
cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet thereof, 


and ſhall ſtand and continue in force till diſapproven of 


by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly renews 


the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly in the 

| year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen to their 

Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in full force 

as inſtructions to the Commiſſioners before named, and 

to be obſerved by them in all points, as if the ſame were 
ſpecially here inſert; and that they enquire into the pu. 


bliſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets, tending 


towards the promoting of opinions of whatever kind, 
inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith ; and that the re- 


commenders of - ſuch books or pamphlets, or the errors 
therein contained, whether by word, writ, or print, be 


called before the ſaid Commiſſion to anſwer for the ſame. 
| ſon is hereby empowered _ 
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to receive any references and appeals that ſhall be made 
to them from Synods, m matters of doctrine, and ripen 
ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly; and to con. 
tribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and im. 


morality, and Ty all needful advice and aſſiſtance to 


Synods and Preſbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likewiſe to take care that the impreſſions of 
the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechifms, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this Church, rela. 


ting to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government 
thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 


the ſame. And the Commiſſiogers are appointed and 
empowered to keep a correſpondence with the Committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands, for ſup. 


preſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting the 


knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a reforma- 
tion in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concurrence 
therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Government 
for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And tlie ſaid 
Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar. 


ged to meddle in any other matters than what are com- 


mitted and referred to them as above mentioned: And, 
in all their actings, they are to proceed according to the 
acts and conſtitution of this Church, and to do nothing 
contrary thereto, of to the prejudice of the ſame ; decla- 


| ring, that, in and for all their actings, they ſhall be ac- 


countable to, and cenſarable by the next General Aſ- 
ſembly, as they ſhall 'fee cauſe. And the General Aſ- 


ſembly appoints the faid Commiſſioners particularly to 


obſerve the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twelve, and one thouſand feven hun- 


dred and nineteen, reſpecting the application of the 


public money; which two acts are printed among the 
Acts of Aﬀembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and fixty- 


one. And this Conimifſion is to continue and endure 


until another Commiſſion be appointed ; and members 
are required to attend the diets of the ſaid Commiſion; 
and abſents therefrom are ordered'to be noticed, accord- 
ing to the 17th AR of the General Aſſembly held in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And for the 
better ſecuring of àa quorum, and attendance of members 
on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the 


* 
. , ” 


Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Prefbytery within 


twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this Commiſſion ; and fuch | 
of the members of theſe Prefbyteries as are on the Com- 


miſſion, 
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miſſion, are required, all of them to give attendance on 
che diets thereof; and the Preſbyteries at a greater di- 
tance, who have four or more members on the Commiſ- 
fion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them attend 
each diet of the ſame: And the General Aſſembly ap- 
point their Cornmiſſion, at their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs 
as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to the ſettle- 
ment of vacant Churches, which are or ſhall be referred 
to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 
is further provided, that when any Preſbytery or Synod 
of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 
of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full execution, 
in that caſe the Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to exe- 
cute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpondent 
meeting, as has been ſome time the practice, but ſhall 
allow the ſame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch Preſbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for 
ſuch their coul and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. 
And that in paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the 
execution of the fame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th Act 
of the Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty- 
W . 


Interim Act and Overture concerning 


We” 12 Edinburgh, May 29. 1784. 
"FE General Aſſembly having conſidered the report 
of their Committee, appointed to take under their 
conſideration the reference from the Synod of Glaſgow 
and Ayr, concerning ordained aſſiſtants; are of opinion, 
That both the Miniſter of the pariſh, and his ordained 
aſſiſtant and ſucceſſor, ought to be conſtituent members 
of the Kirk-Seſſion; that in the Preſbytery and Synod, 
either of them who is preſent, may deliberate and vote; 
1 5 that 


they are not ripe to propoſe to the General Aſſembly 


ſpect of ſuch proviſion as may enable them to ſupport 
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that if both are preſent, theſe privileges belong to the 
Miniſter of the pariſh only; and that either of them is 
capable of being elected a Member of the General Aſ. 
ſembly, but not both of them in one year. And agreed 
to enact the ſame as an Interim Act, and to tranſmit it 
as an Overture for the conſideration of Preſbyteries. | 


FFC 
VII. 


Recommendation reſpecting Ordination 
to the Office of a Miniſter, without 
relation to a particular charge. 


Edinburgh, May 31. 1784. 


HE Committee appointed to conſider the Overture 
reſpecting Ordination to the office of a Miniſter, 
without relation to a particular charge, reported as fol- 
lows: Having carefully conſidered the ſaid Overture, 
find that matter attended with ſo many difficulties, that 


any preciſe rules concerning it, fit for being enacted in- 
to ſtanding laws; and can only move, That the Aſſem- 
bly ſhould, in the mean time, recommend it to Preſby- 
teries to be cautious in granting ordination to ſuch per- 
ſons as have neither a fixed charge, nor a reaſonable pro- 


the miniſterial character ; and that no Preſbytery grant 
ordination to any perſon who has a near proſpect of re- 
moving from the bounds of that Preſbytery into ano- 
ther, from whom he may, in due time, receive ordina- 
tion, if it ſhall by them be found neceſſary or proper. 
Which being conſidered by the General Aſſembly, they 
approved thereof, and do recommend accordingly, and 
order this recommendation to be printed in the Acts of 
this Aſſembly. FF or 
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VIII. 


A new Overture reſpecting the Ordi- 
nation of. Elders. s. 


Edinburgh, May 31. 1784. 
 \T7HEREAS, great irregularities have crept into the 
W Church, with reſpect to the ordination of Elders, 
the General Aſſembly overtures, That it be enacted, 
That no Miniſter ſhould ſet apart any perſon to the of- 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
fidence in the pariſh, or who is not an heritor in the pa- 
Tiſh ; it being the true meaning and intent of this Over- 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowiſe connected with them: And it being 
underſtood, that any city or town, where there are more 
congregations than one, ſhall be held as one pariſh, ſo 
far as reſpects the purpoſe of this Overture. 
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IX. 


Ouverture from the Synod of Fife, re- 
ſpecting the ſecond paragraph of the 
Act paſſed in 1782, concerning the 
Licenſing of Probationers, ordered 
by the Aſſembly to be tranſmitted. 

a it ſhall not be competent for the Profeſſors of 
1 Divinity, in the ſeveral Univerſities of Scotland, to 
inrol any perſon as a Student of Divinity, who does not 
Produce to them at the time of his deſiring to be in- 
rolled, either a diploma of Maſter of Arts, or a certifi- 


cate, bearing, That he has gone through a full courſe of 
7 N 88 'Y philoſophy 


Edinburgh, May 30. 1785. 
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philoſophy at ſome of the Dass And that i it ſhall 
not be competent for the 77 of this Church to 
admit any perſon to probationary trials, unleſs the teſti. 


monials which he brings from the Profeſſors of Divinity 


bear, that ſuch diploma or certificate: had been 6d 
at the time of his being inrolled. 


4 app winding the Diet ps the next 
„ee aan 2 „ 


HE next Ge neral. Allenby this National Church 
is appointed to be held Wenn the New Church 


Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 18th day of May, 
in the year 1786. 


Collected and ertruttel from the Records of the Ge: 
neral Aſſembly, by 


cad DRYSDALE, Cl Eccl. * 
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| TABLE of the Printed Abs of the 
General Aſſembly, held in * Year 


1785. 


I, E. HE King's Commiſſion to DAvID Earl of L__ 
produced, and ordered to be recorded, 2 3 


II. The King's moſt. gracious Letter to the General Aſſembly, 
preſented to them by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner, 8 


III. The G General Aſſembly's ny to the King s moſt .- 
gracious Letter, 1 6 


IV. Commiſſion to ſome Mini n and Ruling Elders, as 
the Reformation of the Highlands and lands of 
Scotland, and for managing 155 M. gf s _—_ 
Bounty for that end, = 


v. Commiſſion to Gon Mini ar _ Ruling Elders for 
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VI. Interim Act and Overture concerning ae AR- 
_ - — 23 


VII. Recommendation reſpecting n to the Office of 
a Min E without relation to a particular Charge, 24. 


VIII. 4 new Overture reſpeaing the Ordination of Elders, 25 | 


IX. Overture from the Synod of Fi fe , reſpefing the ſecond 
paragraph of the Act paſſed in 1782, concerning the 
licenſing of Ws ra * by the Yen = 
be tranſmitted, ib. 


X. 48 appointing the Diet of 1 next General Aſſembly, + 
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INDEX or ABRIDGMENT 


OF THE 


Acrrros RY Pires of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held in the year 178 „„ 
which are not printed at full length. 


May 19. 1785. Se uf. 
Frzr ſermon by the Reverend Dr John Dryſdale, 
gu one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, Moderator of 
the laſt General Aſſembly, the 1 and Elders 
convened in the Aſſembly-houſe; and, after prayer 
by the ſaid Dr John Dryſdale, a letter was preſented, 
addreſſed to the Moderator, from Mr George Cairn- 

Croſs, Agent for the Church, informing the Aſſembly, 

that, through indiſpoſition, he was prevented from at- 
tending his duty, as Agent and Aſſiſtant-clerk, in the 
preſent Aſſembly, and recommending William Mur- 
ray, junior, writer in Edinburgh, as a proper perſon to 
officiate for him; the Aſſembly ſuſtained Mr Cairn- 
croſs's excuſe, and N ne Mr Murray to officiate 
in his place. 

| The Aſſembly proceeded to the choice of a Moderator, 
when Dr Dryſdale propoſed Sir Harry Moncrieft- 

| Wellwood, onè of the miniſters of the Weſt Church. 
No other perſon being added to the nomination, the 
roll was called, and votes marked; and the Aſſembly 
unanimouſly made choice of the ſaid Sir Harry Mon- 
crieff Well wood to be their Moderator, who, at the 
Aſſembly's deſire, took the chair.” 

The King's Commiſſion to the Right Honourable David 
Earl of Leven, to repreſent his Majeſty's Royal Per- 
ſon, read, and ordered to be recorded. 

The King s moſt gracious Letter to the Agembly, read, 
and ordered to be recorded. 

The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening this Adembly, 

and the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto.” 

His Majeſty's Royal Warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, deli- 
vered to the Aſſembly by his Grace the CERT 
read, and ordered to be recorded. wy 

= * N 
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A Committee named for anſwering the King s moſt gra. 

cious Letter. 

A Committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the 
diets thereof, naming Miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King? 8 Commiſſioner, and receiving in liſts 
of the probationers in the ſeveral. Tel ſeries in order 
to their being recorded. . . 

A Committee for overtures name. 

A Committee for bills, references and appeals nd 


Adjournment. | 
4 20. 1785. Sefſ. ad. 


Sederunt. | 

A diet ſpent in i. HIT9A 205 pd ROMS nur!, 
Ne commiſſions — fi Ko 

The' Committee for roving commiſſions appointed to 


meet this evening 
A VII. of Aſſembly 1718, For the better diſpatch of 
the buſineſs of this et read, and the obſerva- 
tion thereof enjoined. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the Comm 


f 7 


ſioner. 1953 al 6 
The Committees for overtures and pills appointed to meet 


chis evening in their uſual places, 


Adjourtnent.... + vidm®) 4 0 ien 
| 11 1756. Ea 
New 9 4 prodiictd.. El 


| The report of the Commintce + for overtures called * 
given in, and read. 9 12 3 
T he commiſſion from the burgh: of "chock re- 
jected, becauſe the deſignation of the preſbytery by 
\ {whom it is atteſted, is a-Wanting, and likewiſe, becauſe 
the word day is interlined. The Commiſſioner s name 
ordered to be expunged from the roll. py 
The commiſſion from the burgh of Fehn n. re· 
jected, becauſe, in the atteſtations by the kirk ſeſſion, 
and by the preſbytery, it is not certified, that the elder 
refides and officiates, and none of the other alternatives 
| 9 inſerted, which the form preſcribes. The Commiſ- 
ſioner's name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 
The commiſſion from the burgh of Banff rejected, becauſe 
the election is made upon the 16th of April, which i 
not t within the time limited * act of Aﬀemdly, and 5 | 


callle 


* it wants Tyme the atteſtation of the kirk-ſeſſion, 
and of the preſbytery; and the Commiſſioner's name 
ordered to be expunged from the roll. | | 

The commiſſion from the burgh' of Inverneſs rejected, 
becauſe there were not ten free days between the reſo- 
lution and the day of election; and the e ee 
er's name ordered to be expunged from the roll. 

The draught of an Anſwer to the King's moſt vineibus 
Letter to this Aſſembly, brought i in, and approved; 
and his Grace the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's re- 
queſt, undertook to tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

The overtures tranſmitted, read, 1 ordered to lie on the 
table. 

The roll of t teen Up the Committee of bills 
called for, produced, and read. 401 55 | 

Reſolved to conſider the: cauſes Fe Baie ai Melroſe, 
in ſucceſſion, on Monday, before any other cauſe. 

Ap That the parties in the above: cauſes have their 
caſes laid on the clerks table, before ten o 7 on 

Monday morning. 5 ANI! 

An appeal at the 2520 Pet Mr Thomas Smith, mini- 
ſter at Cumbertrees, againſt the preſbytery of Annan's 
_ atteſting Mr Walter Scott merchant in Edinburgh, as 
a member of Aſſembly for the burgh of Annan, heard. 
Found, That there was no cauſe before the an. 
The papers tranſmitted, therefore diſmiſſed. 

A Committee named to renin: the actings and EY 
ings of the Commiſſion. of the late General Aſſembly. 

A Committee named to reviſe the record of the actings 

and proceedings of the Committee appointed by laſt 
Aſſembly, for managing the Royal Bounty for the 

Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlandds. 

The Committee for overtures empowered to receive in 

from the ſeveral members any inſtructions given to 

them by their reſpective Synods or Preſbyteries, claſs 
che matters therein contained, and prepare overtures 
thereupon to the Aſſembly; and receive in, and con- 
ſider any accounts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate 

of the Church i in the North Highlands, particularly 

concerning the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition ; 
and prepare overtures for, in 8 or hay zpproſing 
thereof, 

The Committee for pills 3 tale meet on n Monday : 
morning, at half dan ten be g 115 

Adjoumment. ae ann 
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fries: I, Whether the two following 
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u 23. wos 8405 4th, 

. 

New commiſſions produced.” 

Report of the Committee 1 overtures produced and 
read. 

Synod-books de for. The Synod-books of - Glenelg, 
E and Tweeddale, Merſe and Teviotdale, and Fife 
produced, and Committees appointed to reviſe the ſame, 
None of the other Synod-books were brought up. Reſol- 
ved, That the reaſons for their not being brought up, be 
enquired into. The excuſe ſuſtained: for the Synod- 
book of Dumfries not being roduced. 

The roll of (cauſes tranſmitted from the Committee for 
bills, called for, produced and read. 


A Committee named to audit the * and Abet 


accounts, conſider the ſtate of the Publie ee and 
Prepare overtures about the ſame. 
A Committee named to reconſider che better ordering of 
the Aſſembly-houſe, and appointed: to give in their re- 
port on Saturday mofning. 
An appeal of Robert erſon of Cengh-irads, And 
others, libellers of Dr William Bryden, miniſter: of 
1 Dalton, a/petition for the ſaid Dr Bryden, and a pe- 
tition for. the Synod of Dumfries, read. Agreed to 
. conſider, u the reference from the Synod ef Dum- 
ueſtions ſhould 
be put to GanLarruchors, vis. 1h; If ever The remem- 


bers that Dr. Bryden damwd her for. a ſmoke- dried 


birch ? 24, Whether Mr Nicol, when'at Dr Bryden's, 
afed her, Whether or not the thought Ann Dalzell 
with child, and if he did not ſay to her, that it was 
his opinion ſſie was with child? After long reaſoning 
on the above two queſtions, a motien was made and 
ſeconded, That the ſentence” of the Preſbytery, refu- 
ſing to put theſe queſtions, ſhould" be roveſed, Ano- 


ther motion made and ſeconded, Becauſe theſe que- 
ſtions contained and implied in them, the preciſe AN- 


ſwer wiſhed for, and expected by the party purſuer, 
they ſhould be conſidered as leading queſtions impro- 


perly put to the wirneſs, and that therefore the Prefby- 
tery's ſentence, refuſing to put them, ſhould be effi 


ged. The Aſſembly agreed to che following ſtäte of 


the vote, Afirm or Reverſe." The queſtion oſt then 
put, it carried, Afirm. The Aſſembly therefore at- 
| -Erined the ſentence of the W of Lochmaben, 
et 


IND E XL 1185. 
refuſing to put the above queſtions to Ann Carru- 
thers. As to the other two queſtions, ½, Whether 


or not, while in the Doctor's ſervice, ſhe Agnes Car- 
ruthers ever ſaw or obſerved any indecent behaviour, 
or too much familiarity between Dr Bryden and Mrs 


Rae? and, 24, Whether or not ſhe was of opinion, 
and ſuſpected that the perſon whoſe foot ſhe heard 
coming and going between the Doctor's and Mrs 

Rae's room was Dr Bryden? the Aſſembly affirmed 
the ſentence of the Synod of pri as, reverſing 


an interlocutor of the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, re- 


fuſing to put the two foreſaid queſtions to Ann Carru- 
thers. As to the queſtion put to Adam Aitchiſon, 
Whether or not Janet Gordon afterwards told kim 
the reaſon of her aſking the key of the barn, and 
what further converſation paſſed between them on 
that ſubject? the Aſſembly affirmed the ſentence of 
the Synod, reverſing an interlocutor of the Preſby- 
tery, refuſing to put the above queſtion. As to the 
examination of George Millar, the Aſſembly affirm- 
ed the ſentence of the Synod, appointing the faid, 
George Millar to be admitted as a witneſs, cum nota. 
The Aſſembly reverſed the ſentence of the Synod, al- 
lowing the proof to go on, and reverſing the Preſby- 
tery's interlocutor of the 7th of September, in reſpect 
that that part of the ſentence of the Preſbytery of 
Lochmaben, which found the proof concluded, was 
not regularly before them. The Aſſembly then. pro- 


ceeded to conſider the reference of the Synod of Dum- 


fries, concerning the ſentence of the Preſbytery of 
Lochmaben on the 2d of November, refuſing to go 


on with the proof, and to grant commiſſion for exa- 


mining witneſſes beyond the bounds of the Preſby- 
tery. After reaſoning for ſome time, the Aſſembly 
adjourned this cauſe till to-morrow, and — e 
parties to attend apud ata. 


The Committee for bills appointed to meet to- morrow 
morning. 


Adjournment. 


| Mey 24. 785. E 5th. 
Sederunt. 


New commiſſions produced. 


The Committee: for bills appeinted. to meet to-morrow | 


morning, at half aſt ten o'clock. :. 
Cauſes fixed, 9 


„ — 
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Reſumed conſideration of the cauſe of Dr Bryden, and 
agreed to take it up upon the reference by the Pref. 
bytery of Lochmaben of the whole cauſe. Dr Bry. 
den declared, That he had no objection to the Preſ- 
bytery of Lochmaben, their granting commiſſion to 
the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or to any other Preſby- 
tery within this Church, to examine witnefles reſiding 
in their reſpective bounds ; whereupon, the Aſſembly 
ordained and appointed the ſaid Preſbytery of Loch- 
maben to grant commiſſion for the purpoſe foreſaid, 
to all and every Preſbytery of this Church, within 
whoſe bounds the witneſſes adduced by the parties do 
or may reſide. After long reaſoning on the queſtion, 

Whether the Preſbytery of Lochmaben ſhould be 

* ordained and inſtructed to grant commiſſions for exa- 
mining witneſſes reſiding in England and Ireland? a 
motion was made, and ſeconded, To remit this cauſe to 
the Preſbytery of Lochmaben, with inſtructions to 
them to grant ſuch commiſſion to a perſon to be named 
by the defender, and approved of by the Preſbytery, 
betwixt and the firſt Wedneſday of Auguſt next; 

whom failing, to any of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace in that place where the witneſſes refide, or other 
competent Judge; and to them to empower the faid 

commiſſioner to examine witneſſes living out of Scot- 
land, for whoſe non-appearance before the Preſbytery 
of Lochmaben ſufficient cauſe is ſhewn, providing 
that the party requiring the ſame fhall condeſcend 
upon the facts to be proved by theſe witneſſes, and 
ſpecial interrogatories to be put to them, which ſhall 
appear to the Court to be relevant: And allowing ſaid 
commiſſioner to put ſuch croſs interrogatories ariſing 
from the anſwers given by the witneſſes, as may be 
ſuggeſted by the defender or his counſel; requiring 
further, previous intimation to be given to the parties 
fourteen days before the examination. Another mo- 
tion was made, and ſeconded, That the Aſſembly re- 
mit to the Preſbytery with inſtructions not to grant 
commiſſion for examining witneſſes without the bounds 

of this kingdom. The Aſſembly agreed to the follow- 
ing ſtate of the vote, Grant, or Met, it being underſtood 
that if it carry Grant, the firſt motion ſhould be adopted; 
and if Net, the ſecond motion. The queſtion being 
put, it carried Grant. The Aſſembly, therefore, adopt- 
ed the firſt motion: And further ordained the Preſpy- 
tery of Lochmaben, at ſome meeting on or before 2 

; , x 
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firſt day of October next, to put the queſtions, and 
examine the witneſſes mentioned in the minutes of 
yeſterday; and alſo, to examine any perſons in the 
original liſt of witneſſes, who ſhall appear on or before 
the ſaid day: But they declare, That if no witneſſes 
appear, or no application is made for a commiſſion to 
examine witneſſes out of Scotland, on or before the 
ſaid day, the Preſbytery are inſtructed, againſt the iſt 
of January 1786, to hold the proof as concluded, and 
to give judgment upon it; and in caſe any commiſſion 
ſhall be required, ordain, That the proof taken upon 
it ſhall be reported to the Preſbytery within three 
months after the date of the commiſſion. Thereafter, 
a petition for the proſecutors of Dr Bryden to the 
Aſſembly was given in, praying either to grant com- 
miſſion in terms ſimilar to that given in Mr Lyal's 
caſe, or to appoint correſpondents, as therein ſtated, 
or ſuch other form as to the Aſſembly ſhould ſeem 
meet. The Aſſembly unanimouſly diſmiſſed the peti- 
tion. 8 8 

Adjournment. 


= Scderunt. 1 
New commiſſions produced. 
The report of the Committee for bills called for, given 
in, and read. 3 | | 
The Procurator, Agent, Clerks, and Printer's accounts, 

produced, and ordered to he on the Table. | 
A petition for the Managers of the Royal Infirmary of 
Edinburgh, praying for a Collection, was given in, 
and read. The Aſſembly appointed a general Collec- 
tion over the Church, for the benefit of the Royal In- 
firmary; to be made in the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
on or before the firſt Sunday of Auguſt next, and 
through the reſt of the kingdom, on ſuch days as ſhall 
be fixed by the ſeveral Preſbyteries within their re- 
ſpective bounds, before February next: The money 
collected to be tranſmitted to Mr Archibald Hope, 
Secretary to the Royal Bank of Scotland, and Trea- 
|  {urer to the Royal Infirmary. Ca RUSS 
 Refolve to conſider the cauſe of Newburgh after that 
of Mr Macindoe; after which, the cauſe of Eſkdale- 
mur ; and then that of the pariſh of Cathcart. 3 
Several appeals in the cauſe, Robert Grierſon and others, 
elders of the pariſh of Melroſe, againſt Mr Frederick 
2 |  Maclaggan, | 


May 25. 1785. Self 6th. 


U 


Bunzie, and to ſet her aſide from being a witneſs, is 


ving to both parties to be heard before the Preſbytery, 


by their employers: The Aſſembly affirmed the ſen- 


tember preceding, and ordaining the proſecutors ei- 
ther to retract an aſſertion, That Mr Maclaggan de- 


D 


Maclaggan, miniſter of Melroſe, heard. I/, An ap. 
peal againſt a judgment of the Synod of Merſe and 
Teviotdale, reverſing a ſentence of the Preſbytery of 
Selkirk, and allowing Iſobel Mein (the perſon” with 
whom Mr Maclaggan is charged to have committed 
adultery) to be admitted as a witneſs for proving the 
objections againſt Janet Bunzie, one of the witneſſes 
for the proſecutors : The Aſſembly affirmed the ſen- 
tence of the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, and al- 
lowed Iſobel Mein to be examined, cum nota, 2d, An 
appeal againſt a ſentence of the Synod of the 28th 
October laſt, finding, that a ſentence of the Preſby- 
.tery of Selkirk, pronounced on the 15th June prece- 
ding, ſo far as it relates to the relevancy of the facts 
condeſcended on to prove the objections againſt Janet 


final, and affirming ſaid ſentence of Preſbytery: The 
Aſſembly affirmed the ſentence of the Synod ; reſer- 


how far the facts deponed to by theſe witneſſes are 
relevant to affect the admiſſibility or credibility of 
Janet Bunzie. 3d, An appeal againſt a judgment of 
the Synod, of the ſaid 28th October, reverſing a ſen- 
tence of the Preſbytery of Selkirk, pronounced on the 
TIth of Auguſt preceding, and allowing Mr William 
Scott, Procurator-fiſcal of the ſhire of Edinburgh, and 
Mr James Gray, writer in Edinburgh, the agent for 
the proſecutors, to be examined on all facts and cir- 
cumſtances that are relevant to ſet aſide William Reid 
from being a witneſs, whether they came to the know- 
ledge of theſe facts before or fince they were em- 
ployed as agents; excepting always ſuch facts and cir- 
cumſtances as were committed to them in confidence 


tence of the Synod, admitting the evidence of Meſſrs 
Scott and Gray. 4th, An appeal againſt a judgment 
of the ſaid Synod of 28th October laſt, affirming a 
ſentence of the Preſbytery of Selkirk of the gth Sep- 
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fired Iſobel Mein to give up Robert Bunzie as the fa. 
ther of her children, or undertake to give him a libel 
thereon : The Aſſembly unanimouſly affirmed the ſen- 
tence of the Synod. ' 5th, An appeal againſt a judg- 
ment of ſaid Synod of 28th October laſt, affirming 2 
Jentence- of the Preſbytery of Selkirk: of the 1 of 
bY: fai 
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{aid month, refuſing a petition for the proſecutors to 
ſerve an additional liſt of witneſſes on Mr Maclaggan, 
and to prorogate the term for concluding the proof : 
The Aſſembly affirmed the ſentence of the Synod. | 
61h, An appeal againſt a judgment of the ſaid Synod 
of 28th October, affirming a ſentence of the Preſby- 
tery of Selkirk of the 2oth of that month, and refu- 
ſing to ſuſpend Mr Maclaggan from the exerciſe of 
his office of Miniſter, during the dependence of the 
proceſs: The Aſſembly affirmed the ſentences of the 
Synod and of the Preſbytery, refuſing to ſuſpend Mr 
Maclaggan. 7ib, An appeal againſt a judgment of 
the ſaid Synod of 26th April laſt, in fo far as it de- 
clares, that their reverſal of the ſentence of the Preſ- 
bytery of Selkirk, and allowing Agnes Fairbairn to 
be examined as a witneſs for the proſecutors, ſhould 
not be made a precedent for the examination of any 
_ -other witneſſes whatever, who either did, do, or tall 
reſide within the bounds of the Preſbytery of Selkirk: 
The counſel for the proſecutors at the bar paſſed from 
the ſame. 8th, An appeal againſt a judgment of the 
Prefbytery of Selkirk; of the 5th current, refuſing to 
delay giving judgment on the proof adduced in ſup- 
port of the ſecond libel, till the proof of the firſt Tibel 
ſhall be concluded; and allo, refuſing to allow the de- 
poſitions of ſome of the witneſſes adduced in fupport, 
of the firſt libel, to be repeated in proof of the ſe- 
cond, and finding themſelves 1 4% from doing o- 
therwiſe, by a fentence pronounce by them on the 
| 72th October preceding. The Aſſembly affirmed the 
ſentence of the Pretbytery. gib, An appeal againft a 
ſentence of the [aid Freſbytery of Selkirk, rejecting a 
petition as inadmiſſible, which craved;a diligence againſt 
_ vitnelſles, for proving material facts zoviter wententia ad 
 nolitiam, of che proſecutors: The Aflembly found 4his 
| appeal, inadmiſſible, 104, An appeal againſt a, judg- 
ment of the Preſbytery of Selkirk af the 12th, inſtant, 
reſolving to allow Tfobel Mein, Mrs Stevenſon, and 


* ” 4 


Jaſly Turnbull, to be examined as witnelles for Mr 
Maclaggan, to prove his objetians ;, againſt Janet 
| Bunzie and William Reid. The counſel for the, pro- 
ſecutors at the bar paſſed from this appeal. There- 
| after 1 5 a reference by the Prefbytery of Selkirk, 
of the ſaid 1 ach current, of the hole of the evidence 
Againſt the admiſſibility of Janet Bunzie, and William 
Reid, as witneſſes. The eh. in reſpect ot a re- 


quiſition 
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quiſition ande by both parties at the bar, and, in re. 
ſpect of the ſpecial circumſtances of this caſe, appoint. 
ed the Committee of the Preſbytery of Edinburgh | 
formerly employed in taking. evidence in this cauſe, 
to examine the remainder of the evidence againſt the 
- admiſſibility of William Reid and Janet Bunzie, and 
directed the ſaid Committee to report to the Afſembl 
on Monday next; and deferred the conſideration of 
the reference above mentioned, till the report is made; 
alſo delayed conſideration of the reference on the 
proof of the ſecond libel till Monday. | 
The Committee for bills appointed to meet Morten, 
at half paſt ten o clock. 
Aeg! 1 75 is 


1 26. «0785. 8 jt 


EIT UBS 5 
A new commiſſion produced. 
The report of the Committee for bills called for, "ay 
Fee, and read. 
The Committee on public accounts and new applications, 
q and. the Committees for reviſing the Commiſſion- re- 
Cord, and the Royal Bounty-record, appointed to meet 
to-morrow, at hal: paſt ten in the Society-hall. 
The Synod-books of Angus and Mearns produced, and 
whe: Committee appointed to reviſe the ſame. 
A motion concerning” the Form of Proceſs given in, and | 
| read, and ordered to lie on the table. | 
Proceeded to conſider the overtures from the Preſbyte 
ny; .of Dumfries, from the veer tried of Kirkcudbright 
ok Dümfries, relating to the Law f Patronage. The 
hog motion was made 3 and ſeconded, That the | 


i... 


. naman ebnet =: 5 ry 1890 en, the 
" rofitation of that act, with amendment, Or, uf 0 


ſuch reſtrictions upon the ad 171 2, ct Patro- 
nage, as might prevent the bad conſequences which 
are apprehended to have ariſen from it. And that the 
Aſſembly do appoint the ſeveral Preſbyteries to proceed 

in this matter with. all convenient ſpeed, and report the 
iſſue of their diligence to the next General Aſſembly. 
Another motion was made and ſeconded, To diſmiſs 


the overtures. After reaſoning at great length, the 


Aſſembly agreed to the following ſtate of the vote, 

Conſali, or Diſmiſs. The queſtion being then put, it 
carried, Diſmiſs. The Aſſembly therefore diſmiſſed 
the ſaid overtures, n which ſeveral members dif- 
ſented. v.11 

Procecded' to conſider. the overture et the Synod of 
Perth and Stirling, anent reſtoring the clauſe in the 
inſtructions to the Commiſſion, which. WAS, laſt Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, ordered to he truck out. The Aſſem- 
bly agreed, without a vote, to diſmiſs the Hicke overture.. 


Adjournment. 5 


e eee May 27. . 8h. 

Swen e eee to * diſſent ofa velteiday, 
_ againſt the decifion on the overtures N e the 
Law of Patronagee. c 


A motion made for appointing! a Conte; to work the 


Form of Proceſs.” A Committee e * 


c ITC. OC 
The Do on the! Enzie _ renewed, with the 


WF. 


former powers 1] 
The Committee for bills appointed. to meet. 


A complaint againſt a ſentence of the Synod * Glaſgow 


and Ayr, for allowing the Preſbytery of Glaſgow to 


take Mr james Macindoe, ftudent in divinity; on trials, 
in order to his being licenſed to preach the goſpel, 


heard. The ſentence of the Synod reverſed; and 
found, That it is not oompetent for the Synod to al- 


low the Preſbyt tery to take Mr Macindoe upon 


trials; till che ſfentence of expulſion pronounced up- 


on him by the College of Glaſgow for contumacy, 
be removed ; thereafter, a complaint againſt a ſen- 
tence of the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, for proceeding 


on the trials of Mr Macindoe, heard, 9 8 80 we” fſen- 


tence of the NA ee e eee 
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| May 28. 2785+, S 9th 
Seflerant: 
Report of the Committee fin the better enkiring of the 


Aſſembly-houſe, given in and read, and approved of 


as follows: I. That three benches on each fide of the 
houſe ſhould be railed off for the accommodation of 
ftrangers ; II. That no perſon be admitted into the 
middle of the houſe, except members of Aſſembly, 
miniſters, thoſe who attend the Lord Commiſſi oner, 
and parties with their counſel and agents ; III. That 

each member; at his firſt attendance on the Aſſembly, 
ſhall give his name in writing to the beadles at the 
door; IV. That John Grieve, Eſq; late Lord Provoſt 
of Edinbugh, be appointed to carry theſe alterations 
into execution, before the nn of the next Ge⸗ 
neral Aſſemby: 

The report of the Oonirtitree for bills called for given 
in and read. 

Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon, 
Advocate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering | 
and diſcharging Mr Robertſon of the ſum received 
by him, and appointirig that he debit himſelf i in his 
next account with the ſum of L. 67 : x0: 847 ' Notling, 
being the balance due by him. 


Act approving of the aceount of Mr Georg Cairnoreſs, : 


agent for the Church, arid exonering and diſcharging 
Mr Cairncroſs of the ſum received by him, and ap- 

pointing that he credit himſelf in his - next account 
with the ſum of L. 7:18; 3 Sterling, being che ba- 
lance due to him. | 

The account of ſtationary- v ware due by the clerks x to Mr | 
Elphinit6h Balfour, ordered to be paid. 

The account of Mr James Dickſon, printer for dhe 
Church, ordered to be paid. 

The Procurator gave in a report reſpertings the Rate of 
the public money, and new applications -thereanent ; 
ordered to lie on the table ti} Menday. Thanks re- 


turned to the Procurator for his eee and alf. 
duity in the affairs of łhe Church. 


Report by the Committee appointed to Pha 7 areal 158 


plications for ſhares Uf the renn och, Gren. cad 
and approved of. 


The Procurator authonlede to pay to Mr William Milligan, 


miniſter at Kirkden, the ſum of L. 50 Sterling; in caſe 
It — appear, that a balance to "char amount is ſtill 
due 
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due for carrying on his appeal, but not to exceed that 
1um. | | | : 
1 Procurator authoriſed to pay to Mr John Ewart, 
miniſter at Troqueer, the ſum of L. 20 Sterling, a- 
gainſt the term of Whitſunday 1786. | 
The Procurator authoriſed to pay to Mr Robert Mathie, 
miniſter at Glendovan, the ſum of L. 15 Sterling, at 
the term of Whitſunday 1786. . 5 
The proceſs in which Mr Patrick Macarthur, miniſter at 
Toroſay, is engaged reſpecting a glebe, remitted to 
the Procurator and Agent for the Church to carry on 
at the public expence. _ 
The Procurator authoriſed to pay to Mr John Martin, 
miniſter of Mertoun, the ſum of L. 20 Sterling, at 
the term of Whitſunday 1786. 3 
The proceſs in which Mr William Mitchell, miniſter at 
Tingwall is engaged, relative to the building 4 church, 
and likewiſe the proceſs for an augmentation at his 
inſtance, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, to be carried through at the public expence 
The proceſs at the inſtance of Mr Robert Mutter, mi- 
niſter at Kirkcudbright, for a certain ſum in name of 
manſe- rent, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church to be carried through at the public ex- 
pence. ain n n . 
The Committee for reviſing the commiſſion-record, or- 
dered to give in their report on Mondays 
The report of the viſitors of the Royal Bounty-record 
called for; the report, and alſo the conduct of the 
Managers approved of, and their book ordered to be 
atteſted, ©: - ef TOA ee FT 7 
Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
year, with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them, 
The Synod-book of Lothian and Tweeddale ordered to 
F bp... F 
The Synod-book of Angus and Mearns ordered to be 


atteſted. aide 1960.” 
Synod. books not produced, ordered to be brought up to 
. ̃ ̃ T . 
The Committee on new erections gave in a report, which 
being conſidered, the Aſſembly, upon a motion, re- 
newed the Committee, with inſtructions, to renew 
their application for an appropriation of part of the 
money arifing from the reftoration of the forfeited 
eltates, for the purpoſes mentioned in the Committee's 

| | report, 
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report, and to take every meaſure that may appear to 
them proper for attaining that valuable object. 
The report of the truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed by 
act of Parliament, for a proviſion to miniſters widows 
&c. containing an account of their proceedings ſince 
laſt General Aſſembly, and a ſtate of the fund under 
their management being given in, the ſame was order. 
ed to lie on the table till next diet; and the thanks 
of the Houle given to the Moderator, as collector, for 
his care and attention to ſaid fund. | 
A -petition for Mr Alexander Wilſon, miniſter of the 
Scots Church at Campvere in Zealand, praying to be 
admitted upon the Widows ſcheme ; the Aſſembly una: 
nimouſly recommended the ſame to the truſtees for 
managing the miniſters widows funds for their con- 
.. Gderatian.', 1: 1:7 i "£0 : | 
A petition for Robert Grierſon and others, elders of the 
pariſh of Melroſe, read ; the Aſſembly appointed the 
petitioners to give in a condeſcendence of the fads 
they offered to prove, and a liſt of witneſſes by whom 
they were to prove the ſame, and that before the riſing 
of this ſederunt, and to ſkew both theſe to the other 
party, before producing them to the Aſſembly; 
An appeal of the Magiſtrates and Town- council of 
Newburgh, heard; the ſentence of the Synod of Fife 
ſuſtaining the call given by John Hay of Leys, Eſq; 
to Mr Thomas Stewart to be miniſter of the pariſh 
and church of Newburgh, affirmed, and the Preſby- 
tery of Cupar appointed to proceed in the ſettlement 
of Mr Stewart to be miniſter of ſaid pariſh, with all 
convenient ſpeed, according to the rules of the Church. 
A petition for Mr John Lawrie, preſentee to the pariſh 
of Eſkdalemuir, and for the Duke of Buccleugh, the 
patron, and others, heard ; the ſentence of the Prel- 
bytery of Langholm ſuſtaining the call to Mr Lawrie 
affirmed, and the Preſbytery of Langholm appointed 
to proceed in the ſettlement of Mr John Lawrie to be 
miniſter of the ſaid pariſh of Eſkdalemuir, with all 
convenient ſpeed, according to the rules of the Church. 
Agreeable to the appointment in a former part of this 
ſederunt, Robert Grierſon and others, libellers of Mr 
Frederick Maclaggan' gave in the condeſcendence, with 
the liſt of witneſſes then ordered, which was read 
and having reſumed conſideration of the petition, an 


conſidered the condeſcendence, the Aſſembly ow” 
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the deſire of the petition, and diſmiſſed the ſame, the 
condeſcendence appearing irrelevant and frivolous. 


Adjournment. | 


May 30. 1785. Sefſ. ult. 
Sederunt. 


mittee on new erections, a new Committee appointed. 
The Procurator Convener. 1 | 
Reaſons of diſſent againſt the deciſion on the overtures 
concerning Patronage, given in, openly read, and or- 
dered to lie in retentts. | 
Report by the Procurator reſpeCting the ſtate of the pu- 
blic money, again called for, and unanimouſly ap- 
proved of. | Fn 


given in, and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct ap- 
proved. The Aſſembly's thanks given from the Chair 
to the Moderator of the Commiſſion, for their faith- 
and the record ordered to be atteſted. 
The report of the Committee for naming the members 
of the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing in- 
ſtructions for them, given in, and approved of. | 
The Synod-book of Mer/e and Teviotdale, and the Synod 
book of Fife, ordered to be atteſted. 
The report of the truſtees for managing the fund for a 
proviſion to miniſters widows, &c. containing a ſtate 
of the fund under their management, and an account 
of their proceedings fince laſt Aſſembly, again- called 


for that purpoſe. | 
Inſtructions from the Preſbytery of Dumbarton to their 
Church, in terms thereof. | 


corded, 


of miniſters, diſmiſſed as unneceſſary. | 
Overture from the Synod of Fife, reſpecting the act of 
Aſſembly, concerning the licenfing of probationers, 


conſideration, Vide printed Acts. £15111 


Upon a motion, Inſtead of renewing the former Com- 


The report of the viſitors of the Commiſſion- record, 


fulneſs and diligence in the affairs committed to them, 


for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter 
Commiſſioners, concerning the laws againſt profane- 
neſs, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Liſt of probationers produced, and ordered to be re- 


Overture from the Synod of Fife reſpecting the reſidence 


heard. The Aſſembly appoint the firſt part of ſaid 
overture to be tranſmitted to Preſbyteries for their 
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A Committee appointed to conſider the overture from 
the Synod of Angus and Mearns on the ministerium 
vagum, and to report their opinion of any amend- 
ments they may think neceſſary to next Aſſembly, 

Overture from the Synod of Murray on the protracting 
of ſettlements, diſmiſſed. 

All łheovertures tranſmitted by laſt Aſſembly with the 
intern act, appointed to be retranſmitted. | Vide 
printed Acts. 

An appeal of James Hall and others, ede of the 

pariſh of Cathcart, heard. The ſentence of the Synod 
of Glaſgow and Ayr appealed. from, affirmed. And 
the Preſbytery of Glaſgow appointed to proceed to 
the ſettleinent of Mr David Dow, to be miniſter of 
the Church and pariſh of Cathcart, with all convenient 
_ ſpeed, ;actording to the rules of the Church. 
A petition: for Mr James Lawſon heard, and diſmiſſed. 
Aipetition for. Dr Hugh Blair, with a memorial of Mr 
Hugh Fraſer, miniſter of the Congregation of Shel- 
. butn in Nova Scotia, craving: a collection through the 
different pariſhes in Scotland; and the copy of a grant 
of land for building a church or meetitg houſe, read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 
An appeal uf Mr Alexander Macgowan, miniſter of Dal 
ry, againſt a ſentence of the Preſpytery of Kirkcud- 
bright, reſpecting the places of meeting of ſaid Preſby- 
:tery, heard. The ſentence of the PreſÞytery affirmed. 
| An appeal of Mr James F ortune, ſtudent in divinity, a- 
gainſt a ſentence of the Synod of Lothian and Tweed- 
- dale, heard. "The ſentence of the Synod affirmed, 
The cauſe againſt Mr Maclaggan remitted to the Com. 
miſſion, it being now late, and the counſel for the pro- 
ſecutors declaring, that he had no objection thereto. 
A petition and complaint at the inftance of Jean Purves, 
Teli& of John Tuck, feuer in Coldingham, againſt Mr 
John Jollie miniſter of Coldingham, heard. The com- 
plaint ordered to be ſerved on Mr Jolly, and he or- 
dained to be ſummoned to ſiſt himſelf 3 be- 
fore the Commiſſion in Auguſt next to make anſwer to 
ſaid complaint, and the Clerk of Aſſembly appointed 
to tranſmit an extract of this ſentence to the Preſby- 
tery of Churnſide, appointing them to ſummon Mr 

Jolly to the faid diet of the Commiſſion in Auguſt. 

All cauſes before this Aſſembly, and not determined by 
them, and cauſes remitted by former Aſſemblies, and 


not determined, referred to the Commiſſion, with 
ä power 


-, 


. 1785. : 
power to them to judge and finally determine there- 
in. 

Proteſtations admitted. 

A Committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- 
bly's proceedings, at this and all the other diets there- 
of, and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of Aſſembly as 
are to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being print- 
ed. ED 

'The minutes of this ſederunt were read. The minutes 
of former ſederunts being read at the diets ſubſequent 
thereto. | 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the General Aſſembly, and 
his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. 

Act appointing next General Aſſembly of this Church, 
to meet on May 18. 1786 | : 

The Aſſembly concluded with prayer, ſinging a pſalm, 
and pronouncing the bleſſing. ES + 
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